
WHAT IT’S LIKE TO PERFORM CIVIL 
DISOBEDIENCE & GO TO JAIL 

written and illustrated by an arrestee



On June 28, 2018, after interrupting the Kent County  
Commissioners meeting, and as an act of civil disobedience,  

seven allies from Movimiento Cosecha GR and GR Rapid  
Response were arrested in the middle of the intersection of  

Michigan and Ottawa Ave in downtown Grand Rapids, Michigan.

 These seven people were taken to the Kent County Jail.
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But first, let’s back up a little... Movimiento Cosecha is a  
decentralized, immigrant-lead, non-violent movement fighting  
for permanent protection, dignity and respect for 
all undocumented immigrants. 

Cosecha draws inspiration from other 
successful social justice movements  
in history, and uses tactics like  
boycotts, civil disobedience, marches, 
and strikes to move the people and 
achieve their goal. 

GR Rapid Response to ICE is a group 
that provides support for people and 
families who have been effected by ICE 
violence. They also use direct action 
to help stop ICE abductions and act as 
witnesses to bring awareness.
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Many companies and institutions in America are complicit with 
ICE (Immigration and Customs Enforcement) who criminalize, 
kidnap and even kill people. 

As an effort to minimize this violence locally, GR Rapid Response 
to ICE and Movimiento Cosecha decided to work together to draw 
attention and work to end a contract that Kent County Sheriff’s 
Department has with ICE to hold people in the Kent County Jail 
until ICE comes to pick them up, and the KCSO profits from it. 

These two groups and their allies, decided to perform sit-ins, hold 
rallies and perform civil disobedience to raise awareness and 
move the public opinion in support of ending this contract.

Seven people volunteered to perform civil disobedience for this 
effort. One volunteer said, “I CAN DO THIS ONE SMALL THING IF IT 
WILL BRING ATTENTION TO THE ICE VIOLENCE AND TERRORISM IN 
KENT COUNTY.”
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So we trained with folks who had done this in  
the past. They prepared us as best they could for the 

action and consequences. 

If folks had never been arrested before, the trainers  
demonstrated how officers might treat and handle us.
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Some things you need to do to prepare for this kind 
of action, besides training, getting bail money 

gathered and getting legal support:

Focus on the effected communities who  
are targeted daily. Try to keep things in perspective.
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Before the day of the action, we got together to  
talk about the plans of the day.

Then as rehearsed, on June 28th we disobeyed pe-
destrian and traffic laws and got arrested.
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The officers ask you physical and mental health 
questions, and expect you to answer 

in front of others. You things get put into plastic bags.
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They digitally scan just one finger initially, I can’t 
remember which, and ask you if you’re suicidal.
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Then, they ask you to open your mouth so they can 
look inside. You have to take off your shoes, and 

they touch and search your whole body. 
This was very uncomfortable.
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Within the first few minutes of arriving in room 4, 
the “waiting” room, another inmate came in with a 
food cart brought us lunches in brown paper bags.

There were like 8 slices of bologna on the sandwich.
The orange was sort of yellowed and gray,  

the lemon drink had like 30 ingredients. 

BOLOGNA 
SANDWICH

LEMON DRINK

ORANGE

SALTINES

YELLOW 
MUSTARD
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The bathroom had windows so the officers could 
watch us. Each of us were fingerprinted,  

photographed and got temporary jail ID’s which 
were required in order to make a phone call.

The phone system is 
     horrible and confusing. 
Only two of us got through  

to actually make a call to our  
jail support person.
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Each person is required to see a nurse before  
being put into a holding cell. 

People who have a “Female” gender-marker on 
their license are required to provide a urine sample, 

for a pregnancy test. 

The nurses were  
actually pretty nice. 

They gave me three 
ibuprofen because  

I was getting a  
migraine.
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We were waiting in room 4 for most of the time, to 
be processed. There were others there and since 
many of us were wearing Cosecha shirts, people 

were asking why we were there.

Once we had seen the nurse, they separated us by 
“men” and “women” and put us in temporary  

holding cells - which I call room 5. It didn’t have 
bars or anything, it had a toilet and a sink and a 

low wall for “privacy”. 
It smelled like sweat and was dirty and cold.

There were other women in our cell. We talked 
about why were there, how long we had been 

there, and about television shows we watched as 
children too to pass the time. 
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We were there in the holding cell until the jail had 
processed us, and the bail money was processed for 

all seven of us. 
Our support team, who provided bail and outside 
support for us, were all outside in the outer waiting 

room with all the other families and friends.
They had ordered pizza, talked about the media  

coverage, talked with others who were waiting for 
their loved ones too.

Once we were told we were being released, there 
were a series of small rooms where we got our 

personal belongings back.
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The seven of us were released after about 
six and a half hours of being detained.

Each charge was $100. There were two charges 
again each of us, so bail was $200 for each of us.
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The support team put out a crowd-funding link  
asking for bond and financial support, and the  

request was met by the community by the time we 
were released. 

Many of us were then interviewed by local media 
asking us why we had been arrested. 

The seven of us were held in the same jail that  
holds immigrants who local police and ICE agents  

deem as “criminals”.  
We volunteered for this in protest, 

we posted bail, and we were released.  
Our neighbors are targeted by police, riddled with 

inflated bail charges, sent to immigrant 
detention centers, hit with massive legal fees,  

deported and separated from their families.
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The Grand Rapids Police Department, the Kent 
County Sheriff’s Department and the Kent County 

Commission are complicit with ICE and 
they profit from targeting detaining immigrants.
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To sign the #EndTheContract petition 
bit.ly/endthecontract

To contribute to GR Rapid Response
paypal.me/arcarpenter

To contribute to Movimiento Cosecha GR
paypal.me/movimientocosechagr

To participate as an ally with Movimiento Cosecha GR, 
please attend a training 
facebook.com/cosechagr

To watch the live stream of the June 28th action 
bit.ly/june28thaction

ANOTHER VOLUNTEER SAID “I’D DO IT AGAIN TOMORROW.”
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