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Dear Media Friend

WELCOME TO CITYFEST WEST MICHIGAN. This is a major region-wide campaign focused on
serving the region and proclaiming a message of hope. And it all culminates on September 8-9 as we celebrate with
great music and Good News at Ah-Nab-Awen Park. Produced by the Luis Palau Association, this event
is in partnership with hundreds of local churches, businesses, and non-profits.

As we celebrate months of service to the West Michigan region, we’re excited to offer to the community a faith-based
festival featuring top recording artists, world-class action sports demonstrations, and activities for people of all ages.
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The festival will include performances by diverse artists such as Lecrae, TobyMac, Mandisa, Danny Gokey,
Mac Powell, and The Afters. The Action Sports will showcase BMX and freestyle motocross demos. The Family Fun
Zone will feature Veggie Tales, play areas, and stage entertainment for children. And popular global evangelists
Luis and Andrew Palau will share a message of hope each night.
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Since 1999, more than 8 million people have attended Palau Festivals on five continents.
Thousands of individuals have united in this unique partnership among churches, businesses, organizations,
city leaders, and the Luis Palau Association.
You can learn more about CityFest West Michigan at cityfestwestmichigan.org.
Please contact us for interview requests or further assistance. We are grateful for your interest.

CITYFEST WEST MICHIGAN
Gwen Bultema
Bultema Group
13 Division Avenue South
gwen@bultemagroup.com
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616.536.1400
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CityFest leadership

Festival Chairs:

Doug DeVos and Joe Stowell
Richard DeVos

Honorary Festival Chair:

Pastoral Chairs:

Jon Brown • Tom Elenbaas • Julian Guzman • Peter Jonker • Jim Liske • Jeff Manion
Nathaniel Moody • Kyle Ray • Jim Samra • Josh Vander Klok • Rod Van Solkema
Artie Lindsay & Ryan VerWys
Prayer Chairs: Randy Hekman & Mary Sterenberg
Fundraising Chairs: Jim Engen & Kevin Cusack

one west michigan chairs:

Dr. Patricia Harris, Kuyper College • Dr. Julius Medenblik, Calvin Theological Seminary
Dr. John VerBerkmoes, Grand Rapids Theological Seminary • Dr. Jermone Glenn, The Revolution
Marvin Sapp, Lighthouse Full Life Center Church • Dr. Steven Timmermans, CRCNA • Kevin Newton, Unity Festival
Father Robert Sirico, Acton Institute • Mayor Stephen Kepley, Kentwood • Mayor Mark Huizenga, Walker
Mayor Jack Poll, Wyoming • Bruce & Sue Osterink • JC Huizenga & Tammy Born-Huizenga
Sid & Cate Jansma Jr. • Clark and Susan DeGraaf
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Board of Reference:
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festivals

CityFest is being produced by the Oregon-based Luis Palau
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Association with the partnership of area churches and the contributions of local
businesses, foundations and individuals. First conceived and produced in Portland, Oregon,
in 1999, Palau festivals have since changed the face of contemporary faith celebrations around
the world (www.palau.org). Palau festivals have attracted massive crowds, including hundreds
of thousands of people in Buenos Aires, Argentina; Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; Madrid, Spain;
Houston; and Fort Lauderdale. One of their recent festivals in New York City brought
together 1,700 churches and reached 180,000 people through events in Central Park,
Times Square, Radio City Music Hall, and beyond.
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luis palau

Luis Palau and his ministry have shared the message of Jesus with hundreds
of millions of people through evangelistic events and media around the world. He has spoken in
person to more than 30 million people in 75 countries.
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Luis Palau festivals have produced massive audiences in cities from south Florida to South
America. His radio broadcasts in both English and Spanish are heard by millions on 5,000
radio outlets in 48 countries. Among other top-tier programs, Luis currently hosts Luis Palau
Responde, an international Q&A program in Spanish, and Reaching Your World, a devotionalstyle program emphasizing biblical wisdom. He has authored close to 50 books, contributed
articles on issues of faith to countless publications, and counseled business leaders, political
leaders, and heads of state around the world.
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ANDREW PALAU

For more than 24 years Andrew Palau has played a key role in

the work of the Luis Palau Association. He has been instrumental in building the Palau model
for citywide outreach as an evangelist, director, and key team leader. He has guided campaigns, led
church relations efforts, trained thousands of individuals, and shared the Good News of
Jesus Christ in person with hundreds of thousands of individuals around the world.
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Andrew’s festivals have brought him and the Palau Association into partnership
with thousands of churches in cities throughout Latin America, Africa, Asia, Europe,
Australia, the Caribbean, and the United States of America.
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His weekly radio broadcasts are heard by millions of people on thousands of radio outlets in
dozens of countries. He is also the author of multiple books, including Secret Life of a Fool,
a retelling of his personal journey to faith in Christ, and What is Christmas?,
a groundbreaking evangelistic book published in China in 2012.
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Kevin palau

Kevin Palau is president and CEO of the Luis Palau Association.

Kevin joined the Palau Team in 1985 and began directing the day-to-day operation of the ministry in the late
1990s. Under his leadership, the Palau Association has partnered with tens of thousands of local churches
to produce large Christian gatherings in cities around the globe, including major evangelistic campaigns in
Washington DC; New York City; Buenos Aires, Argentina; Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam;
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia; and Dar es Salaam, Tanzania.

Kevin also helped develop Palau’s Next Generation Alliance, which exists to serve up-and-coming
evangelists through mentoring and equipping. The experience and resources that have grown out of decades
of work with other evangelists have also helped birth a new movement, working with organizations around
the world to create a global network of evangelists.
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In 2008, Kevin pioneered the Festival 2.0 model that includes a citywide service initiative preceding
the festival event. Designed for long-term sustainability well after the festival, this service initiative also
gave birth to Palau’s City Gospel Movement effort which is now focused on celebrating, accelerating, and
inspiring hundreds of Gospel Movements in cities around the world. Kevin’s unique passion, and the
focus of the City Gospel Movements Team, is to inspire leaders to keep evangelism as a central focus
in their ongoing gospel movement.
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CITYFEST WEST MICHIGAN
616.805.5946
info@cityfestwestmichigan.org
cityfestwestmichigan.org

