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Sanctuary School Toolkit 
(Versión en español disponible próximamente.) 
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*** 
 
Note to Parents, Educators, Students, and Stakeholders in Local School Districts 
 
Many educators and students have asked, “How can I encourage my school board to 
pass a sanctuary resolution?” This is a toolkit for students, teachers, and allies who are 
advocating for their schools to take steps to protect students. These talking points and 
resources are geared toward K–12 in school districts in Kent County, Michigan.  
 
This toolkit was created by GR Rapid Response to ICE in partnership with Movimiento 
Cosecha GR as a resource for those who want to make their school district a sanctuary 
school and a safe zone for all families and individuals, including undocumented 
immigrants and other vulnerable populations. 
 
In this toolkit, you will learn about the National Sanctuary School & Safe Zone 
Movement and how local school districts in Kent County can be part of it.  You will learn 
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what the people from the affected community in Kent County have asked for specifically 
in the local context.  And you will learn tips for organizing with others and influencing the 
decision-makers in your district. 
 
Who Provided This Toolkit? 
 
GR Rapid Response to ICE is a network of people in Kent County trained to come to 
the aid of immigrants who face arrest, detention, or deportation from Immigration and 
Customs Enforcement (ICE).  Rapid Response to ICE are allies in the fight against the 
violent practice of detaining, arresting and deporting immigrants that ultimately destroys 
individual lives and families.  We offer direct action and mutual aid as well as sanctuary 
for people looking for a safer space.  We exist at the request of immigrant communities 
and with the advice and leadership of undocumented and documented immigrants.  
 
Movimiento Cosecha GR is part of a national immigrant-led nonviolent movement 
fighting to win dignity, respect, and permanent protection for all 11 million (plus) 
undocumented immigrants in the United States.  They are currently mobilizing the 
affected community by fighting for driver’s licenses and state IDs to be reinstated in 
several states, including Michigan. 
 
Much of this toolkit was adapted from Understanding The Sanctuary School & Safe 
Zone Movement: A Quick Guide for Educators and National Immigration Lawyers 
Council: The Legal Authority for Sanctuary School Policies.  More links are listed in the 
Resources section. 
 
What Is a Sanctuary School? 
 
A Sanctuary School will ensure a safe environment for ALL students, reaffirm the 
constitutional right of access to education, and protect the rights of undocumented 
immigrants and other vulnerable populations.  
 
GR Rapid Response to ICE along with the Sanctuary School Movement argues that 
schools and educational institutions do not have the legal authority or resources to 
engage in federal immigration enforcement and thus should not cooperate with federal 
agencies in their efforts to identify, detain or deport undocumented immigrant students. 
 
Specifically, the key components of a sanctuary school, as defined by the Sanctuary 
School & Safe Zone Movement, are: 

● Limiting the sharing of student information with federal immigration authorities 
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● Restricting immigration agents’ access to campuses  
● Prohibiting campus security from collaborating with federal immigration 

authorities for the purposes of enforcement  
● Providing resources and information for immigrant students and their families 

 
In the context of Kent County, Michigan, a school district that is a safe zone will also: 

● Publicly support driver licenses and state IDs for undocumented immigrants. 
 

Why Do We Need Sanctuary Schools? 
 

● It is important that children feel safe in school, so they can focus, learn, and be 
productive and grow. A safe zone resolution makes sure kids can learn, grow, 
thrive, and be supported in completing their education.  

● Children cannot learn and thrive unless they have a safe and welcoming school 
environment. If children are afraid that they, their family members, or their 
classmates will be deported, they will not be able to focus in school, or they will 
skip school.  

● This has a ripple effect. If one child feels unsafe or threatened, others will feel 
unsafe and threatened too. This is especially true for younger children. Most 
younger children do not know their immigration status, and if their classmates are 
scared, they will be scared too. You can’t target one child without targeting all 
children in the classroom. Thus, you can’t protect one child without committing to 
protect all children.  

● For teachers to fulfill their mission of educating all kids, the classroom must be a 
nurturing and safe space. Teachers cannot fulfill their mission if their students are 
afraid or if the environment is hostile.  

● Law enforcement presence, bullying, and fear distract from and undermine 
education. A safe zone resolution helps ensure that teachers can focus on their 
mission of educating instead of managing fear and its ripple effects among their 
students.  

● We all are connected, and we live and study together in the same communities 
and classrooms. Anything that harms one person is going to harm all of us — 
and will interfere with our progress.  

● To establish a safe learning environment for all children, the school district must 
commit the material and psychological support necessary for their well-being. It 
should act to ensure that children and their families have access to resources 
that can inform and help protect them.  This includes public support for driver’s 
licenses for all so that parents can transport children to school and extracurricular 
activities.  
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● Children are already concerned that immigration authorities may come to get 
them or their family members. The school district can and should take steps to 
assure children that their school is a safe place, that their information is 
confidential, and that the school will support them and their families to the best of 
their ability.  

● It is important for the schools in the district to invest in their students as human 
beings, to commit to protecting them as much as the schools can under the law, 
and to believe in them. This resolution would do just that.  
 

Where Do Licenses Fit In? 
 

● Currently, undocumented immigrants in Michigan do not have access to a 
driver’s license.  This means the simple act of driving their kids to school carries 
the risk of deportation and family separation.  

● Most immigrants’ first contact with police and the criminal justice system at-large 
comes through a failure to provide a driver’s license during a routine traffic stop.  

● This is the key thing that many students in your school district are worried about 
as they try to focus on their studies - will they come home to find that their 
parents and loved ones were picked up because they didn’t have a driver’s 
license?  

● Every day, immigrant parents and workers in Michigan get up in the morning to 
go to work or to bring their children to school. Many of them have to do it by foot, 
using public transportation, or they ask for a ride because they don’t want to run 
any risks of driving without a license.  

● Many others take the risk and drive because they have no other choice - holding 
their breath the whole way. 

● Fourteen states have already passed laws allowing undocumented immigrants to 
have access to driver’s licenses.  

● Up until 2008, the State Michigan issued driver’s licenses to undocumented folks.  
● As Movimiento Cosecha fights for driver’s licenses in the State of Michigan, 

school districts can show support for their students and their families by making 
public resolutions in favor of restoring driver’s licenses and state IDs to our 
undocumented neighbors.  Grand Rapids Public Schools has already done this. 
They can also sign the petition at manajandosinmiedo.com/michigan 

● This goes hand in hand with creating a sanctuary space for students and families 
on school grounds. 

 
What Are The Legal Issues Involved? 
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(Excerpted from Understanding The Sanctuary School & Safe Zone Movement: A Quick 
Guide for Educators - see the section on Legal Concerns and Scope for in-depth 
information, as well as National Immigration Lawyers Council: The Legal Authority for 
Sanctuary School Policies.) 
 

● The current concern has been that the new Executive Branch has threatened 
that schools who declare themselves to be sanctuary campuses could lose 
federal funds. However, the legal analysis is that it would be difficult or illegal to 
cut off federal funding. 

● Efforts to protect students and student data through the Sanctuary and Safe 
Schools Movement are built upon legal protections that are already in place, 
including FERPA and the U.S. Constitution. 

● In Plyler v. Doe, the Supreme Court recognized a constitutional right of access to 
K-12 education for all students, regardless of their immigration status. Actions 
taken by the school, locality, or state to chill this access to schools, including 
engaging in activities that increase absenteeism of students, may violate Plyler.  

● FERPA (Family Educational Rights and Privacy Act) requires schools to obtain 
written permission from parents or eligible students before releasing any 
information from a student’s education record, and gives rise to liability if schools 
impermissibly release students’ information.  

● The Fourteenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution prohibits any state from 
denying “to any person within its jurisdiction the equal protection of the laws.” 
Furthermore, the Fourteenth Amendment’s Due Process and Equal Protection 
Clauses shield all individuals from unfair and unjust treatment, regardless of 
race, sex, religion, or age.  

● The Fourth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution gives all people the right to be 
free of unlawful searches, seizures, and warrantless arrests from law 
enforcement agents, and the U.S. Supreme Court has interpreted this right to 
apply as well to activities by immigration enforcement agents.  

● The Tenth Amendment of the U.S. Constitution states that the powers not 
delegated to the United States by the Constitution are reserved to the States or 
to the people. Thus, the federal government cannot force states and localities to 
enforce federal immigration law.  

● U.S. Immigrations & Customs Enforcement’s longstanding policy is to strongly 
discourage immigration enforcement actions – arrests, interviews, searches, and 
surveillance – from taking place in “sensitive locations,” including hospitals, 
churches, and schools. 

 
How Do I Organize This In My School District? 
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As a participant of your local school district, whether student, educator, parent, 
taxpayer, voter, or other stakeholder, you have a voice.  When community members 
raise their voice, schools take a stand. As a recent article about Detroit Public Schools 
said,  “Urged by community members to take a more public stance, the district’s top 
officials spoke more forcefully about immigration than they have in the past.” 
 
Here are tips for gathering others and making that voice heard. 

● Start small.  Hold an informational meeting to educate other educators, students, 
and parents about the issue. 

● Consider the timing of your campaign.  The beginning of the school year, or 
when school reconvenes after winter or spring break, may be good times when 
people are ready for fresh ideas.  A special festival time for the affected 
community may be a good time to bring up that children deserve to enjoy these 
times without worrying about ICE destroying their families. 

● Research and acknowledge what your school district already does to support 
immigrants and undocumented families, such as providing excused absences for 
engaging in protests, language translation services, training staff not to inquire 
about status (as some city ordinances forbid), etc.  This is work you can build on. 
If your school district is not doing a good job on these points, declaring sanctuary 
is a way to begin to make things right. 

● Get a few people together to present at the parent-teacher organization and 
other meetings at your school.  Ask for the PTO endorsement of this resolution. 

● Connect with other people from other schools in your district - share resources 
and presentations. 

● Ask your faith community to endorse the school district passing a sanctuary 
resolution, and to consider joining them in announcing sanctuary status. 

● School events such as sporting events, concerts, and plays are good times to 
pass out fliers explaining the resolution and asking other families to join your 
work. 

● Ask supplemental staff from your schools, such as social workers, coaches, etc. 
to join you. 

● Once you have a group made up of various roles (students, educators, support 
staff, residents), decide how to present the resolution to your local school board. 
Consider public comment at a school board meeting, followed by a press 
conference, as this will have a chance to reach out for more community support. 
You can publicize the event on Facebook and other social media. 
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● If you speak at the school board, request that they provide a translator for 
Spanish or another language spoken at your school.  If they won’t, bring a person 
who can translate. 

● If you go to the school board for public comment, or do a sign holding, create a 
Livestream on Facebook and share your action with the world.  Message the GR 
Rapid Response to ICE FB page for support and access to share your 
Livestream. 

● Consider following up a public action with a Phone Zap - a coordinated 
outpouring of calls to the school board and superintendent.  This is another event 
you can publicize on Facebook and other social media.  

● This issue may be polarizing for some but don’t get discouraged!  When 
communities are challenged to bring conversations like this out into the open, 
everybody learns and momentum to be in solidarity with our immigrant neighbors 
increases. 

● Be safe.  You know your district and community best, so take into consideration 
what type of action will help you achieve the goal of sanctuary without putting 
yourself at undue risk.  

● At the same time, be aware that people with authorized status and other privilege 
can sometimes overestimate the amount of risk to themselves - don’t let it stop 
you from taking some kind of action. 

 
What Do I Do if I see ICE? 
 
If you see ICE at your school campus, in your neighborhood, at your workplace, or 
anywhere else, call GR Rapid Response to ICE at 211 or 616.238.0081.  We will ask 
our trained network to be there as soon as possible to witness and call attention to ICE 
violence in the hopes that they will leave.  If you know of people who have had a loved 
one taken away by ICE or are at risk of being taken, call GR Rapid Response to ICE at 
211 or 616.238.0081. 
 
Resources 
 
Detroit Public Schools: 

Sanctuary District Policy: English and Spanish 
Letter to Parents: English and Spanish 

 
Understanding The Sanctuary School & Safe Zone Movement: A Quick Guide for 
Educators 
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Sanctuary in Schools - American Friends Service Committee 
 
Teaching Tolerance: Supporting Students from Immigrant Families 
 
National Immigration Lawyers Council: The Legal Authority for Sanctuary School 
Policies - Talking Points for Students & Teachers K - 12 starts on p. 19 
 
For Educators: Supporting Undocumented Students and Their Parents from Informed 
Immigrant 
 
The Detroit Hispanic Development Corporation helped get the Sanctuary School 
resolution passed in the Detroit Public Schools Community District.  They have agreed 
to confer with parents and others working on Sanctuary Schools organizing here in Kent 
County.  Email them at info@dhdc1.com or message their Facebook page.  
 
The core team at GR Rapid Response to ICE is available for further support. 
 
Movimiento Cosecha GR can support with more information about the campaign for 
Driver’s Licenses. 
 
 
Sample Fliers Below 
 
Below you will find sample fliers.  The first is for a meeting or event.  The second is for a 
phone zap.  
 
Please make sure to make a copy by either selecting Make A Copy under the File 
Menu, or by copying and pasting the text and graphic into a new document. 
 
Graphics Files Are In This Folder. 
 
They include: 
 
AI Source File (for editing if needed) 
 
PNG with transparent background 
 
JPEG for web use  

9 

https://www.afsc.org/sanctuaryinschools
https://www.tolerance.org/moment/supporting-students-immigrant-families
https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/sanctuary-schools-practice-advisory-2018.pdf
https://www.nilc.org/wp-content/uploads/2018/08/sanctuary-schools-practice-advisory-2018.pdf
https://www.informedimmigrant.com/guides/educators/#
http://www.dhdc1.org/
mailto:info@dhdc1.com
https://www.facebook.com/AmoDHDC/
https://www.facebook.com/RapidResponseGR/
https://www.facebook.com/cosechagr/
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/licenses-mi
https://actionnetwork.org/petitions/licenses-mi
https://drive.google.com/open?id=1BCkIwOAiAbpJD2Lm7AmpIZ4BwoAX2hDI


 
****EVENT - MAKE A COPY BEFORE EDITS**** 

 

MAKE OUR SCHOOLS SAFE FOR ALL! 
 

Did you know that our district has never officially 
declared Sanctuary Status?  This puts all of our 
children at risk. 
 
Children cannot learn and thrive unless they have a 
safe and welcoming school environment.  
 
If children are afraid that they, their family members, 
or their classmates will be deported, they will not be 
able to focus in school, or they will skip school.  

 
Come find out what you can do at the Sanctuary School Meeting! 
*****INSERT PLACE, DATE, AND TIME HERE****** 
_________________________________________________________________ 

 

MAKE OUR SCHOOLS SAFE FOR ALL! 
 

Did you know that our district has never officially 
declared Sanctuary Status?  This puts all of our 
children at risk. 
 
Children cannot learn and thrive unless they have a 
safe and welcoming school environment.  
 
If children are afraid that they, their family 
members, or their classmates will be deported, they 
will not be able to focus in school, or they will skip 
school.  

 
Come find out what you can do at the Sanctuary School Meeting! 
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*****INSERT PLACE, DATE, AND TIME HERE******   
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**PHONE ZAP-MAKE A COPY BEFORE EDITS* 

 

MAKE OUR SCHOOLS SAFE FOR ALL! 
 

Did you know that our district has never officially 
declared Sanctuary Status?  This puts all of our 
children at risk. 
 
Children cannot learn and thrive unless they have a 
safe and welcoming school environment.  
 
If children are afraid that they, their family members, 
or their classmates will be deported, they will not be 
able to focus in school, or they will skip school.  

 
Call the School Board and Superintendent: tell them to declare Sanctuary Status! 
*****INSERT PHONE NUMBER HERE****** 
_________________________________________________________________ 
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declared Sanctuary Status?  This puts all of our 
children at risk. 
 
Children cannot learn and thrive unless they have a 
safe and welcoming school environment.  
 
If children are afraid that they, their family 
members, or their classmates will be deported, they 
will not be able to focus in school, or they will skip 
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Call the School Board and Superintendent: tell them to declare Sanctuary Status! 
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*****INSERT PHONE NUMBER HERE****** 
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